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On Saturday the 18th of August, 7 of our school and house captains went to the 

Vietnam Veterans Day Commemoration in Seymour. We listened to speeches 

about what happened in Vietnam 50 years ago. The MC called our names to pick 

up a lantern that represented a soldier who had died during battles of Coral and 

Balmoral. The battles took place between 12th May and 6th June 1968. These 

battles were the most protracted of our involvement in the Vietnam Conflict and 

we lost 26 men over that period with approximately 100 wounded. With the 

lanterns, we walked to the memorial. We placed our lanterns down beside the 

memorial and sung the National Anthem. Some people got to lay wreaths in 

honour of the battle. We heard lots of information from several speakers about 

different aspects of the conflict. 
 

Just a reminder that from September 

1st, all students must have a hat for 

their play times or any time they are 

outside in the school grounds. We are 

a SUNSMART School and the 

school policy states that ‘no hat, no 

play’. The hat must be a school hat 

(navy blue, wide brimmed with 

school logo). School hats are 

available for purchase through the 

school and cost $12. 

 

Katherine Tuohill, Melhoney Pambai and Elah 

Pambai are all doing a great job modelling our 

school hats. 

Our school 

and house 

captains 

with the 

lanterns at 

Luscombe 

Bowl, 

Seymour. 

http://www.puckapunyalps.vic.edu.au/
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Happy Birthday to 

Olivia, Zara Marini and 

Leo Kellaway who are all 

celebrating their birthdays 

this week. On behalf of the 

Puckapunyal Primary 

School Community, we 

wish them all a very 

Happy Birthday! 

 

 

 

 

A stall for fathers, grandads, uncles, neighbours or 

friends:  Next week, on Thursday 30th August (not 

Friday), we will be having a stall for our students to buy 

gifts for their dad, grandad, uncle, neighbour or friend.  

If you have any suitable items for the stall, we would be 

very grateful.  Please note no nut products, lighters etc.  

Thank you for your support. 

Stall: Can you help?: If you are able to help with the 

above stall (approximately 9-11am on Thursday, in the 

PC centre), we would love to hear from you.  Thanks!! 

Mini collectables: Our school is still collecting the 

“Mini Collectables” from Coles.  If you have any spares, 

we would love them. Thank you to families who are 

collecting them for us!!  We now have one full set! 

Second-hand clothing: A huge thank you to families 

who have donated track pants that they no longer 

need….but we still need more!  Thanks so much. 

Enjoy your week!! 

Sue Ranger, Defence School Transition Aide 
 

Friendship Skills 

Parents and carers can support their child’s friendship skills by modelling effective social 

skills, providing opportunities for children to practise relationship skills and offering support 

when they go through difficulties.  Each week we will highlight a different strategy. 

 

Take a problem solving approach.  Parents and carers don’t need to have the answers to all of 

their children’s problems.  You can support your children to think through a problem for 

themselves by talking with them and asking some useful questions.  (Source: Kids Matter) 

                                 

 

1.  
 

POSITIVE BEHAVIOUR REWARD 

UPDATE 
Lots of “golden” tickets last week for multiple 

positive behaviour efforts.  Keep up the great 

attitude and choices everyone! 

 

SCORES 

Melba - 610 points 

Bradman - 593 points 

Hume - 566 points 

Chisholm - 530 points  

 

 

 

 

2019 - NEXT YEAR 

Family Name: 

_________________________________________________ 

Given Names of Children: 

 

_________________________________________________ 

                                          

_________________________________________________ 

                                             

_________________________________________________ 

Circle and complete one section: 

a. The above mentioned children will be at Puckapunyal 

Primary School in 2019 
 

b. Our family is moving to 

________________________________ (destination) 

     Their last day of school at Puckapunyal PS is  

___/____/18  
 

c. It is yet uncertain as to where we will be living in 2019. 

With many families leaving at the end of the year, it is 

imperative that we know the movements of our families. 

To employ teachers and organise classrooms we need 

accurate information to determine how many students will 

be at Pucka in 2019. If you are aware of your plans for next 

year and know whether your child/ren will or will not be 

attending PPS for the year 2019, please fill in this form and 

return to the school a.s.a.p. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special ‘Leading Library 

Monitor’ Badges were 

presented to Tessa 

Thompson and Cally 

Morgan because of their 

incredible voluntary work in 

the school library this year. 

This is recognition for 

exemplary work! Well done, 

girls! 

 

http://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmaroubrasports.com.au%2Fevent%2Fanzac-day-least-we-forget%2F&ei=l3I0VaHwHY7l8AXWvoHQDw&bvm=bv.91071109,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNFIYWWJC1kIwF5BJOmo2NgyD9gHZw&ust=1429586948729685
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Teachers are looking for students who are demonstrating ‘Responsibility’ to be eligible for the Student of the Week 

award. We encourage parents to talk to their students about our values throughout the year. 
 

What is Responsibility? At assembly this week, Year 6 student Skye Tippett read out the meaning of Responsibility. 
 

‘Being responsible is a sign of growing up.  It means you are willing to be accountable for your behaviour. 

It means doing something to the best of your ability and keeping your agreements.’ 

 

The School Canteen is open for Lunch Orders this 

Friday. Each and every Friday students can order lunches 

from the school canteen. The menu will be different each 

week. Please ensure that a paper bag comes with the order. 

Please indicate on the lunch bag if the money is in another 

sibling’s bag (please see Term 3 menu in a recent 

newsletter). 

This week the menu is -  
Pizza Ham & Pineapple                              $2.50  

Chocolate/Strawberry Milk                        $2.00 each 

Apple/Orange Juice Popper                       $1.50 each 

No charge for tomato sauce 

Each week at assembly, SRC representatives remind our 

students of a few important school rules. This week, 

SRC representatives, Thais Ornsby and Zara Marini, 

reminded our students of the following school rules when 

lining up at school: 

- Be sensible 

- Keep your hands to yourself 

- Make sure you arrive on time 

- Be ready for your teacher 

Please discuss these rules with your children to help ensure that 

they understand.  

As mentioned in a previous newsletter, a Parent Opinion Survey is completed annually by the Department of 

Education and Training and is conducted amongst a sample of randomly selected parents at every school in Victoria. 

This year, about 80 families have been invited to participate from Pucka PS.  All responses to the survey are 

anonymous. 

The survey helps our school gain an understanding of how you view our school climate, student engagement and 

relationships. Our school will use the results to inform school planning and improvement strategies.  

The survey will be conducted online by ORIMA Research Pty Ltd and only takes 15 minutes to complete. It can be 

accessed from Monday 7th August to Sunday 27th August. Families who were invited would have received an email 

from Principal, Kevin Warne, on Monday. Results will be sent back to our school at the end of September.  
 

**REMINDER- Pucka News is a growing interest 

in the school and our community. You can see each 

episode live at our school assemblies at 9am on 

Monday mornings. Everyone is encouraged to 

come along and watch each episode. If you are 

unable to attend, you can follow Pucka News by 

watching each episode on our Facebook page. ** 
 

**REMINDER- When families are picking up 

their children early throughout the day they 

need to visit the school office first to sign their 

children out. Thank you.** 
 

Important Message – There are times at 

school when students require urgent medical help. 

If a student requires an ambulance, we will ring an 

ambulance immediately. We do not ring home to 

ask permission to ring an ambulance first. We 

follow normal first aid procedures. We would not 

be doing our job if we didn’t. Therefore, we ask 

families to ensure that they have ambulance cover. 

If you do not have ambulance cover, and your child 

requires an ambulance, the cost could be thousands 

of dollars. 

‘One child, one teacher, one book, one pen, can change the world!’  

Quote – Malala Yousafzai 
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Congratulations to the following students who were 

‘Students of the Week’ for last week.  

Winners – Damien Owers, Eli Matangi, Lilah Blaxland, 

Olivia Armstrong, Ava Clarke, Jazmin Ramsbotham, 

Kieran Gibbons, Lucy Sullivan, Mia Hasma Nizam, 

Casey Cousins and Aaron Bennett. These students were 

selected because they were modelling Respect. This week 

teachers are looking for students who are modelling 

Responsibility. 

 

 

Congratulations to the following students who were 

‘Authors of the Week’ for last week. 

Winners – Layne Chalson, Isabelle Boch, Logan 

Malik, Lucas Clarke, Olive Bruhn, Camryn Eason, 

Melhoney Pambai, Evie Birks, Isabella Young, 

Brendon Young and Hannah Lucas. The students were 

selected because they showed great skills as an author. 
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Defence School Transition Aide Message  
Back at school:  I trust that everyone has had a smooth and 

satisfactory beginning to the school year.  Changing schools, 

beginning school for the first time and even returning for another 

school year can be daunting for students and parents.  It is great to see 

parents eager to support their children at this time and be an integral 

part of their education.  If you have any concerns, or just feel like a 

chat about school and your child, please find me!  

SWAPP Select Program 

I have information about the ADF partners career assistance program 

if anyone is interested. 

NEW UNIFORM 

We have recently had a new shipment of uniform arrive that includes 

shorts, tops, tracksuit pants and hats.  Some parents have been waiting 

on this to arrive. 

Best wishes for the week. 

Sue Ranger, Defence School Transition Aide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Defence School Transition Aide Message  
Back at school:  I trust that everyone has had a smooth and 

satisfactory beginning to the school year.  Changing schools, 

beginning school for the first time and even returning for another 

school year can be daunting for students and parents.  It is great 

to see parents eager to support their children at this time and be 

an integral part of their education.  If you have any concerns, or 

just feel like a chat about school and your child, please find me!  

SWAPP Select Program 

I have information about the ADF partners career assistance 

program if anyone is interested. 

NEW UNIFORM 

We have recently had a new shipment of uniform arrive that 

includes shorts, tops, tracksuit pants and hats.  Some parents have 

been waiting on this to arrive. 

Best wishes for the week. 

Sue Ranger, Defence School Transition Aide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3/4 I in Room 12 won 

the Yard Duty 

Competition. Sophie 

Van Der Waal and Maddie 

Matangi enjoyed collecting 

the winning trophy for their 

classroom this week!  

Congratulations to Olivia Oborne, Paige Cooper, 

Katherine Touhill, Lachlan McMaster, 

Charlotte Davies, Camryn Eason and Olivia 

Hogan who won the raffle prizes for ‘Positive 

Behaviour’ this week!  

3/4 P in Room 13 won 

the Middle School 

Times Tables 

Trophy. Cruze Daynes 

and Nash Kelly are both 

delighted to look after the 

winning trophy this week! 
 

Did you hear Lucy Reimers 

read her story at assembly this 

week? We did! She impressed 

us! She did a fantastic job! 

Come along and see who reads 

next week. 
 

5/6 H from Room 1 and 

5/6D from Room 2  

jointly won the Senior 

School Times Tables 

Trophy. Chase Reigel 

and Max Chetcuti are going 

to share the winning trophy 

this week! 
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Salam (Regards) Bu Hooper (Mrs Hooper) 

Guru Bahasa Indonesia (Indonesian 

teacher) 
 

FOC & FOM 
Students will focus on colours and numbers this term in 

Indonesian.  A big book called  'Balon-Balon Saya' (My 

Balloons) will be used.  Each week one colour and one 

number will be a focus.  This week the focus is ungu  

(purple) and lima (five).  Language the students will 

hear/use this week: 

Selamat pagi = Good morning 

Apa kabar? = How are you?  Baik-baik saja/biasa 

saja/kurang baik = well/so so/not good 

Siapa ada/tidak ada? = Who's here/not here?  Ada/Tidak 

ada = Here/Not here 

Berapa murid? = How many students?  Ada __ murid. = 

There are ___ students. 

satu = one  dua = two  tiga = three  empat = four  lima = 

five  enam = six  tujuh = seven  delapan = eight  

sembilan = nine sepuluh = ten 

Saya punya lima balon. = I have five balloons. 

Warnanya ungu, kelabu, merah muda, hitam dan putih. = 

There colours are purple, grey, pink, black and white. 

Balon ungu meletus! = The purple balloon bursts! 

Berapa balon sekarang? = How many balloons now? 

Sampai jumpa = See you later 

 

F/1R, 1/2C, 1/2I & 2/3M 
Students will focus on animals and colours this term in 

Indonesian.  A big book called Beruang Coklat (Brown 

Bear) will be used.  Each week one animal and one 

colour will be the focus.  This week the focus is katak 

(frog) and hijau (green).  Language the students will 

hear/use this week: 

Selamat pagi/siang = Good morning/day 

Apa kabar? = How are you?  Baik-baik saja/biasa 

saja/kurang baik/senang/sedih/marah = well/so so/not 

good/happy/sad/angry 

Siapa ada/tidak ada? = Who's here/not here?  Ada/Tidak 

ada = Here/Not here 

Berapa murid? = How many students?  Ada __ murid. = 

There are ___ students. 

satu = one  dua = two  tiga = three  empat = four  lima = 

five  enam = six  tujuh = seven  delapan = eight  

sembilan = nine sepuluh = ten  sebelas = eleven  dua 

belas = twelve  tiga belas = thirteen  empat belas = 

fourteen  lima belas = fifteen  enam belas = sixteen  tujuh 

belas = seventeen  delapan belas = eighteen  sembilan 

belas = nineteen dua puluh = twenty 

Katak hijau, katak hijau melihat apa? = Green frog, green 

frog what do you see? 

Saya melihat kucing ungu. = I see a purple cat. 

Sampai jumpa = See you later. 

 

 

3/4D, 3/4I & 3/4P 
Students will focus on asking questions of their peers and answering 

questions about themselves this term in Indonesian.  These questions 

and answers will be used in their Tentang Saya (About Me) project.  

Each week the student's will focus on two questions and answers. 

Language the students will hear/use this week: 

Selamat pagi/siang = Good morning/day 

Apa kabar? = How are you?  Saya ... = I'm ...    

baik-baik saja/biasa saja/kurang 

baik/senang/sedih/marah/terkejut/malu/bingung/mengantuk/pintar/iri/ta

kut/kenyang/bijaksana = well/so so/not 

good/happy/sad/mad/surprised/shy/confused/sleepy/smart/jealous/afrai

d/full/thoughtful 

Siapa ada/tidak ada? = Who's here/not here.  Ada/Tidak ada = 

Here/Not here 

Ada berapa murid? = How many students are there?  Ada ___ murid. = 

There are ___ students. 

satu = one  dua = two  tiga = three  empat = four  lima = five  enam = 

six  tujuh = seven  delapan = eight  sembilan = nine sepuluh = ten  

sebelas = eleven  dua belas = twelve  tiga belas = thirteen  empat belas 

= fourteen  lima belas = fifteen  enam belas = sixteen  tujuh belas = 

seventeen  delapan belas = eighteen  sembilan belas = nineteen dua 

puluh = twenty  dua puluh satu = twenty one  dua puluh dua = twenty 

two  dua puluh tiga = twenty three  dua puluh empat = twenty four  dua 

puluh lima = twenty five 

Kamu punya binatang? = Do you have a pet?  Saya punya/tidak punya 

... = I have/do not have ... 

Siapa ada di keluarga kamu? = Who's in your family?  Di keluarga 

saya ada ... = In my family there is ... 

Sampai jumpa = See you later 

 

5/6D & 5/6H 
Students will focus on asking questions and reporting back information 

about their peers this term in Indonesian.  These questions and answers 

will be used in their Tentang... (About...) project.  Each week the 

students will focus on two question and answers. 

Language the students will hear/use this week: 

Selamat pagi/siang = Good morning/day 

Apa kabar? = How are you?  Saya merasa ... = I feel ...    

baik-baik saja/biasa saja/kurang 

baik/senang/sedih/marah/terkejut/malu/bingung/mengantuk/pintar/iri/ta

kut/kenyang/bijaksana = well/so so/not 

good/happy/sad/mad/surprised/shy/confused/sleepy/smart/jealous/afrai

d/full/thoughtful 

Siapa ada/tidak ada? = Who's here/not here.  Ada/Tidak ada = 

Here/Not here 

Ada berapa murid? = How many students are there?  Ada ___ murid. = 

There are ___ students. 

satu = one  dua = two  tiga = three  empat = four  lima = five  enam = 

six  tujuh = seven  delapan = eight  sembilan = nine sepuluh = ten  

sebelas = eleven  dua belas = twelve  tiga belas = thirteen  empat belas 

= fourteen  lima belas = fifteen  enam belas = sixteen  tujuh belas = 

seventeen  delapan belas = eighteen  sembilan belas = nineteen dua 

puluh = twenty  dua puluh satu = twenty one  dua puluh dua = twenty 

two  dua puluh tiga = twenty three  dua puluh empat = twenty four  dua 

puluh lima = twenty five  dua puluh enam = twenty six  dua puluh 

tujuh = twenty seven  dua puluh delapan = twenty eight  dua puluh 

sembilan = twenty nine  tiga puluh = thirty 

Dia di kelas berapa? = What grade/class is he/she in?  Dia di kelas ... = 

He/She is in grade/class ... 

Warna apa favorit dia? = What's his/her favourite colour?  Warna 

favorit dia ... = His/Her favourite colour is ... 

Sampai jumpa = See you later 

 

***We can all work together to rid the 

community of Head Lice.  Let’s check 

our heads once per week!*** 
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Each week in the newsletter, we will give families a summary of the Teaching/Learning Focus for the week.  

That can help families by: being aware of what classrooms are covering; with discussion topics at the dinner table 

when discussing school (eg. ‘How are you going with addition in Numeracy this week?’); helping their children study at 

home, etc. Parents have indicated that this information would be very useful. We also ask families to be aware that 

schools are very busy places and events can be unpredictable at times. We therefore must remain flexible. That means, 

we can plan to cover certain topics at particular times and have to change them according to arising needs. 

Junior School – Preps/Foundation Rooms 6 & 8 
Literacy:  We are learning about the letters ‘y and q’. We are revising the difference between words and letters and 

enjoying our Big Write sessions on Tuesdays. We are using full stops and capital letters in our writing. 

Numeracy: We are learning about the number 15. We are revising 2D and 3D shapes. We are also practising simple 

addition. 
 

Junior School – Year 1s Rooms 3, 4 & 10 

Literacy: .We are learning about the letters ‘y and q’. We are learning about compound words and punctuation. We are 

enjoying our Big Write sessions on Tuesdays. 

Numeracy: We are continuing to practise number problems, number lines and counting on and counting back. We are 

revising money. 
 

Junior School – Year 2s Rooms  3, 4 & 9 
Literacy: We are learning about compound words and punctuation.  We are focusing on comprehension when reading 

and the author’s purpose.  

Numeracy:  We are continuing to practise word problems, number lines and counting on and counting back. We are 

revising money. 
 
 

Middle School Years 3/4     Rooms 9, 11, 12 & 13  
Literacy: We will be focusing on Narratives and the VCOP components in Writing.  

Numeracy:  We will also be working on fractions as well as digital and analogue time in Numeracy. 
 

Senior School Years 5/6     Rooms 1 & 2  
Literacy: We will be focusing on explanations and the VCOP components in Writing, as well fact or opinion in 

Reading.   

Numeracy: We will also be working on percentages, processes and factors, as well as mapping and direction in 

Numeracy.    

 

 

 

 

 

Many of our Years 5/6 students have started training for the Years 5/6 Bike Ride this year – The Great Victorian 

Rail Trail. The ride will be a  4 Day Bike Ride this year so we can fit in other outdoor adventure activities along the 

way as well. The 4 Day event will take place from Tuesday 23th October – Friday 26th October, 2018. We aim to 

involve 35-40 students from Years 5/6. We will ride approximately 170km. Therefore, it is an event that requires a 

strong commitment by the students who are involved. 
 

As mentioned, training for the ride has begun! Each week, students will need to participate in 2 training sessions at 

school and then follow up with another private session as well. That is, 3 training sessions per week. We encourage 

all participants to keep training hard, so that the Bike Ride is a positive, rewarding experience. 
 

For children to participate they need to have a ‘Bike Excellence Award Certificate’ achieved through passing the 

school’s Bike Education Course recently. Students will need to bring their bikes and helmets on the allocated training 

days. They are also expected to keep a record of their training and collect parent or teacher signatures to verify their 

workload. Good luck kids!  

 

**Soon, we will organise a meeting with parents who are interested in coming along or helping in any way. Stay 

tuned!*** 
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The Case for Dedicated Dads    (American Article) 

Fathers who get involved in their kids' education have a big effect on the health, academic 

success, and happiness of their sons and daughters. 

One out of every three American children grows up without a biological father. These 24 million kids miss out on the 

many benefits of having a dad around, like being less likely to get involved with crime or abuse substances, and being 

more likely to achieve academic success. According to a report on involved fathers published by the Departments of 

Education and Health and Human Services:  

Research has shown that fathers, no matter what their income or cultural background, can play a critical role in their 

children’s education. When fathers are involved, their children learn more, perform better in school, and exhibit healthier 

behavior. Even when fathers do not share a home with their children, their active involvement can have a lasting and 

positive impact. 

Mothers are very important to their children’s development, of course, but research has shown that fathers help kids grow 

in specific ways. Children with involved fathers are more ready to succeed academically when they start school and tend 

to show more patience. As those kids grow, this leads to “better verbal skills, intellectual functioning, and academic 

achievement.” According to a 2001 U. S. Department of Education study, "highly involved biological fathers had children 

who were 43 percent more likely than other children to earn mostly as and 33 percent less likely than other children to 

repeat a grade.” Other researchers have found that highly engaged dads contribute to their children’s mental dexterity, 

problem-solving skills, intellectual curiosity, and enjoyment of school, which is no small thing. Children who are curious 

and enjoy learning are far more likely to be able to tap into their intrinsic motivation and curiosity, resisting the 

discouragement that can come with school environments that rely heavily on external rewards like grades, test scores, and 

awards. 

Fathers don’t have to be perfect, know best, or have all the answers. 

Recently, some authors have claimed that parents don’t really have much of an effect on educational success. “Parental 

involvement is overrated,” wrote the New York Times in April. The authors argued that “…most forms of parental 

involvement, like observing a child’s class, contacting a school about a child’s behavior, helping to decide a child’s high 

school courses, or helping a child with homework, do not improve student achievement. In some cases, they actually 

hinder it.” 

But many experts on education and child development vocally disagree. Some challenged the methodology behind the 

claims; others, such as developmental psychologist and researcher Marilyn Price-Mitchell, felt the authors were too 

limited in defining what qualifies as academic success: 

Family engagement affects many aspects of youth development, including resilience, learning, social skills, caring, self-

awareness, creativity, strategy, and character. All of these things, when integrated into a “whole view” of the child, are 

really what makes kids succeed. 

Fortunately, fathers are becoming more and more involved in their children’s lives. The number of dads who stay home 

with their children has doubled since 1989, and schools are trying hard to welcome the men who volunteer at their kids' 

schools. Last fall, 100 schools across Maryland’s Prince George’s County invited fathers, grandfathers and uncles into 

their schools for “Men Make a Difference” day. Administrators hope this annual event will show these “male role models 

... the importance of being engaged in a child’s education and how such involvement could change a child’s life.” 

While educators work on finding ways to invite fathers into school life, others are trying to help fathers invest in their 

children’s social and moral education at home. Actor, hip-hop artist, and father Tray Chaney, best known for his role as 

Malik “Poot” Carr on HBO’s The Wire, has launched a “Dedicated Father” campaign in an effort to “uplift and encourage 

fathers” to be present and engaged in their children’s lives. He’s also fighting stereotypes, trying to change perceptions 

about the myth of the absent black father. In his “Dedicated Father” video, Chaney appeals to men to be role models and 

support their children’s emotional and educational growth. 

http://www2.ed.gov/pubs/parents/calltocommit/fathers.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/pubs/parents/calltocommit/fathers.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/pubs/parents/calltocommit/fathers.pdf
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/fatherhood/chaptertwo.cfm
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/fatherhood/chaptertwo.cfm
https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubs/usermanuals/fatherhood/chaptertwo.cfm
http://www2.ed.gov/pubs/parents/calltocommit/fathers.pdf
http://www2.ed.gov/pubs/parents/calltocommit/fathers.pdf
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/04/12/parental-involvement-is-overrated/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2014/04/12/parental-involvement-is-overrated/?_php=true&_type=blogs&_r=0
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/schools-roll-out-the-red-carpet-for-dads-who-volunteer/2014/04/23/dcad1a82-c4a2-11e3-b574-f8748871856a_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/schools-roll-out-the-red-carpet-for-dads-who-volunteer/2014/04/23/dcad1a82-c4a2-11e3-b574-f8748871856a_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/men-making-a-difference-day-brings-prince-georges-county-fathers-to-school/2013/10/14/fc272c9a-34f1-11e3-8a0e-4e2cf80831fc_story.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/men-making-a-difference-day-brings-prince-georges-county-fathers-to-school/2013/10/14/fc272c9a-34f1-11e3-8a0e-4e2cf80831fc_story.html
http://articles.latimes.com/2013/dec/20/local/la-me-black-dads-20131221
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZAaU_1oT6o
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All this attention to the importance and influence of fathers may be starting to pay off. A summary report on fathers’ 

involvement in their children’s learning published by the National Center for Fathering and the National PTA shows that, 

over the decade between 1999 and 2009, fathers have “significantly increased their involvement with their children at 

school” and “significantly increased their interaction with teachers, school officials and other parents.” 

But the report also identifies a few areas with room for improvement. Thirty-nine percent of fathers report that they never 

read to their child, 32 percent never visit their child’s classroom, and 54 percent never volunteer at their child’s school. 

The first step toward encouraging fathers to get involved in education may be just to ask—nearly half of the fathers polled 

by the PTA indicated that they had never been invited to join the organization. As a result, it started the PTA 

MORE campaign: Men Organized to Raise Engagement. The PTA and the Departments of Education and Health and 

Human Services have all recognized the need to invite fathers into the educational process, offering simple changes 

schools can make that would make it easier for fathers to be involved, which include: 

 Invite fathers into the process of educating their children. Because the popular assumption around school 

invitations and events is that “parents” is a euphemism for “mothers,” fathers may not feel welcome to attend. 

Reach out to fathers and seek to include them—specifically—in school events. 

 Make paternity leave a viable option for fathers. When asked what is keeping them from becoming more 

involved in their children’s education, “Fathers ranked institutional practices and barriers imposed by the 

workplace as the most important reasons for their low levels of involvement … Paternity leave is the most 

frequently discussed means of enhancing paternal involvement.” 

 Eliminate language barriers. Many fathers do not speak the same language as their children’s teachers. Some 

are deaf, and others are functionally illiterate. In order to remove this barrier to engagement, reach out to all 

parents, in all their native languages and forms of communication. 

 Be flexible in scheduling conferences. Many parents find it challenging to schedule conferences during work 

hours, and for many, taking time off from work for a conference is simply not economically feasible. 

 Educate parents about how to get involved. Many parents want to be involved, but don’t know how. If fathers 

have not traditionally been involved in their children’s education, it only makes sense that schools need to give 

them a place to start.   

 It may be difficult to quantify a father’s involvement in his child’s education in terms of standardized test scores, but 

engaged dads have a big effect on kids’ overall learning and development. Fathers don’t have to be perfect, know best, or 

have all the answers to their kids’ homework; they can still shape their kids’ character, ethics, sense of self-care, social 

skills, resilience, and responsibility. At school and in life, those are the skills that matter most. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“When students 

improve their 

attendance rates, they 

improve their academic 

prospects and chances 

of graduating.” 

Well done to the 29 Years 5/6 students who attended the Hooptime 

Basketball Competition last week. They performed very well and 

represented our school with distinction! 

***Have you heard your child read 

today? We encourage all students to 

practise their reading at home about 5 

nights per week. Therefore, by now, 

most students should have read at 

least between 130-135 nights.  Well 

done if you have kept up!  

http://www.fathers.com/documents/research/2009_Education_Survey_Summary.pdf
http://www.pta.org/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3212
http://www.pta.org/content.cfm?ItemNumber=3212


9 

‘Striving for Excellence’ 

Open since 1887 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Years 3-6 House Athletics Carnival is soon. It will take place over 2 days: 
 

Day 1 – Field events on Thursday 6th September at school. The 9 and 10 yrs children will begin at 11:30 a.m. and 

finish at 1:00 p.m., while the 11 and 12/13 yrs children will begin at 2:00 p.m. and finish at 3:30 p.m. All children will 

have an earlier lunch at 1:00 p.m. and will be dismissed from school at the normal time at 3:30 p.m. 
 

Day 2 – Track events (plus Triple Jump) on Friday 7th September at the No7 Oval near Frontline. The children will be 

walking from school at 12:45 p.m. to begin at 1:00 p.m. All children will have their lunch before they go and will be 

dismissed at the No. 7 oval at 3:30 p.m. As the children will be leaving the school grounds for this day, they will need to 

return a permission slip that will be sent home soon. 

 

The aim of the 2 days is for all students to participate and have a go. We will also be selecting students to represent our 

school at the Seymour District Carnival to be held on Wednesday 12th September. The District event only involves 

Years 3-6 students. They will be selected according to their efforts, placings and techniques performed at our school 

carnival. For example, we cannot send someone to District for shot put if their technique isn’t officially ‘legal’, even if 

they throw the furthest. 
 

In each event students can tally points for their House teams. Just competing will score points for their House team. It is 

imperative for their teams that all students have a go. Parents are also welcome to come along and cheer loudly! 

Children have been encouraged to wear their house colours - red, blue, green or yellow.  

Good luck, Athletes! 
 

Our Year 2 students have an exciting Excursion and Stayover 

(camp) coming up. On Friday 7th September the students 

and attending staff will catch a bus to Melbourne and enjoy a fabulous 

morning tea in the Carlton Gardens.  The highlight of the day will be 

the tour of the Melbourne Museum. We will travel back to school via 

bus and take part in the exciting stayover at school. For tea they will 

have a BBQ where they will have sausages in bread, an ice-cream, 

biscuits and a drink. After tea the children will walk around the school 

with their torches, listening and looking for animals and discussing the 

night sky. They are all excited about sleeping at school! It should be a 

great experience!   A Permission slip will come home soon. 

Yours sincerely, Year 2 Teachers  
 

To enhance our Camping Program and to encourage student independence, children in Foundation and Year 1 will 

participate in a late stay at school. 

The Year 1 late stay will be held on Tuesday 4th September. Immediately after school they will attend the 

Late stay from 3:30pm until 7:30pm.  

The Foundation late stay will be held on Thursday 6th September from 3:30pm until 7:30pm. 

The children will be given afternoon tea, consisting of biscuits and a drink. They will then play some games on the oval 

and the asphalt, and participate in an environmental activity. A BBQ tea will be served consisting of sausages in bread, 

an ice-cream, an apple and a drink. After tea they will walk around the school grounds to listen and look for animals 

and discuss the night sky. The students will need to bring a torch and a rug or sleeping bag. The children can be 

collected at 7:30pm. 

A Permission note will come home soon.  

Yours sincerely, Foundation/Year 1 Teachers  
 

Doesn’t 

Abby 

Chetcuti 
look great in 

our new 

school 

vests. They 

are now 

available. 

Please 

contact the 

school 

office if you 

are 

interested. 


